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EDITOR OF "HARPER'S WEEKLY," POLITICAL SAGE

LjESS than a week after leaving the Hamhurg-American
office Mr. Schurz was requested by Harper and Brothers to
supply for their Weekly the leading editorial in place of
George William Curtis, then fatally ill. Save for the accom-
panying sorrow on account of the affliction of this very dear
friend, no task could have heen more to the taste of Mr. Schurz,
and it was continued from week to week. On the last day
of August, 1892, Mr. Curtis died, and the Weekly of Septem-
ber 10 contained a warm, eloquent and fraternal tribute to his
memory, doubtless written by Mr. Schurz. The arrangement
under which the leading editorial was furnished every week was
understood to be temporary and strictly secret. Both parties
were so well satisfied, however, that the contributions continued
for nearly six years, but, of course, Schurz's style and ideas
were soon recognized. After January, 1897, his articles were
signed, and thus exchanged the vague and mystic authority of
the paper for the clear and definite authority of his own name
and reputation.

For various reasons this connection with a substantial
weekly journal was very opportune for Mr. Schurz. It en-
abled him to exercise an influence on public opinion without
binding him to the drudgery and responsibility of daily edi-
torial routine; and it came to him at the very moment when
the political situation was such as to excite his deepest and
most hopeful interest. Ha                                 were at this his much loved but less insistent proj-
